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T H E  C A L E N D A R

January to June
Tick off the jobs. The lines are for your own notes.

January
Winter pruning time for free-standing trees

Plant bare-root trees while they’re dormant

Check stored apples; take out a ripe tray

February
Keep winter pruning: only 10–20% a year

Feed in late winter or early spring

Bare-root season runs until early spring

March
Finish winter pruning by early March

Feed now if you didn’t in February

Clear a 1m circle of grass round young trees

April
‘Egremont Russet’ started flowering on 30 April at

Brogdale

Frosty nights can spoil blossom

Plant container trees any time

May
Blossom time: bees at work

Mulch in mid to late spring

Hang codling moth traps

June
The June drop: some fruit falls, and that’s normal

Codling moths are flying

Water young trees in dry spells

From the Grow-Your-Own Apple Tree Planner & Calendar. Months follow the RHS advice for the UK; blossom dates are the National Fruit Collection’s
records at Brogdale in Kent.
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VA R I E T Y  C A R D S

Three famous apples
From the Apple Varieties & Pollination Guide (15 cards in the full pack)

‘Bramley’s Seedling’, painted in 1931
(Mary Daisy Arnold, USDA).

‘Bramley’s Seedling’ Group 3 triploid

‘Bramley’s Seedling’ was raised by Mary Ann Brailsford in Southwell,

Nottinghamshire, between 1809 and 1813, and sold by nurseryman H.

Merryweather from 1865.

The National Fruit Collection calls ‘Bramley’s Seedling’ the most popular
cooking apple grown in the UK.

Full blossom at Brogdale: 12 May · Picked: early October

‘Blenheim Orange’, painted in 1931
(Mary Daisy Arnold, USDA).

‘Blenheim Orange’ Group 3 triploid

‘Blenheim Orange’ was found by Mr Kempster at Woodstock, near Blenheim
in Oxfordshire, in about 1740.

Some apples, such as ‘Bramley’s Seedling’ and ‘Blenheim Orange’, tend to
crop heavily one year and hardly at all the next. This is called biennial

bearing.

Full blossom at Brogdale: 12 May · Picked: late September

‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’ (Deborah
Griscom Passmore, USDA).

‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’ Group 3

‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’ was raised in about 1825 by Richard Cox at Colnbrook

Lawn, Slough, and sold by Charles Turner from about 1850.

‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’ grew from a ‘Ribston Pippin’ seed. It is in turn a parent
of ‘Sunset’, ‘Fiesta’, ‘Kidd’s Orange Red’ and many more.

Full blossom at Brogdale: 13 May · Picked: late September
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C O L O U R I N G

An apple orchard
From the From Blossom to Apple kids’ worksheets

There are thousands of apple varieties.
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A P P L E  F A C T S  P O S T E R

Where apples began

A wild apple, Malus sieversii, in the Tarbagatai mountains of Kazakhstan (USDA Agricultural Research Service).

The Tien Shan mountains

The apple we grow was domesticated from a wild apple, Malus sieversii, in the Tien Shan

mountains of Central Asia, some 4,000 to 10,000 years ago.

Distinct apple varieties were recognised more than 2,000 years ago.
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WA N T  M O R E ?

Six full apple packs
All checked against the RHS, the National Fruit Collection and other trusted sources

PACK WHAT’S INSIDE

Grow-Your-Own Apple
Tree Planner & Calendar

A month-by-month growing calendar, a rootstock chooser, a pollination partner

planner, planting and pruning checklists and a tree record, for one tree or a whole

orchard

Apple Varieties &
Pollination Guide

The RHS flowering groups made simple, a partner-finder worksheet, triploids

explained and 15 famous variety cards with their stories and Brogdale blossom

dates

Apple Harvest Log &
Orchard Record Book

Blossom diary, thinning log, harvest log, storage checks and tasting notes, year

after year

Apple Pest & Problem ID

Charts

Codling moth, scab, canker, woolly aphid, brown rot, bitter pit and more: what to

look for, when, and what the RHS suggests, plus a garden check sheet

From Blossom to Apple:
Kids’ Worksheets

Where apples come from, for ages 5 to 10: the apple year, parts of an apple, bees

and blossom, apple maths, a maze and colouring, with answer keys

Apple History & Facts
Poster Set

Six fact-checked posters, from the Tien Shan mountains to Newton’s tree and

Apple Day

Each pack comes in A4 and US Letter, and all six come together in The Complete Apple Printables Bundle. See
apples.fruits.im/shop/ for links. Free apple facts and games: apples.fruits.im

Free! Like me. Nobody paid for me either.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. You may print as many copies as you need for your own family or your own class/group, and share
the file with your own students through a password-protected platform (for example Google Classroom). Please don’t resell it, re-upload it
or share it publicly. For school-wide use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

P I C T U R E S

IMAGE CREDIT LICENCE SOURCE PAGE

Malus sieversii Tarbagatai.jpg Agricultural Research Service, USDA Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Malus_sieve
rsii_Tarbagatai.jpg

Pomological Watercolor POM00001436.jpg Mary Daisy Arnold, USDA Pomological
Watercolor Collection

Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pomological
_Watercolor_POM00001436.jpg

Pomological Watercolor POM00001633.jpg Mary Daisy Arnold, USDA Pomological
Watercolor Collection

Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pomological
_Watercolor_POM00001633.jpg

Pomological Watercolor POM00001845.jpg Deborah Griscom Passmore, USDA
Pomological Watercolor Collection

Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pomological
_Watercolor_POM00001845.jpg

Pictures are public domain or CC0 images (credits above), from Wikimedia Commons, cropped. Using them does not mean the RHS, the National Fruit
Collection, the USDA or any other organisation endorses this pack. All drawings, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own work.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the pages below (the Royal Horticultural Society, the National Fruit Collection, Encyclopaedia Britannica,
the National Trust and Common Ground) on 31 Oct 2026. These are fixed facts that do not depend on the date. Blossom and picking dates are the
National Fruit Collection’s records at Brogdale in Kent: yours will vary with the year and where you live.

RHS: Winter pruning apples: www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/apples/winter-pruning
RHS: How to grow apples: www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/apples/grow-your-own
RHS: Storing fruit: www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/fruit-trees/storing
RHS: Pruning apples made easy: www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/apples/pruning-made-easy
RHS: Feeding and mulching fruit trees: www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/fruit-trees/feeding-and-
mulching
National Fruit Collection: Egremont Russet:
www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk/full2.php?id=1817&&fruit=apple
Britannica: Apple: www.britannica.com/plant/apple-fruit-and-tree
RHS: Codling moth: www.rhs.org.uk/biodiversity/codling-moth

National Fruit Collection: Bramley's Seedling:
www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk/full2.php?id=714&&fruit=apple
RHS: Apple pollination groups (PDF): www.rhs.org.uk/Advice/PDFs/Beginners-
Guide/ApplePollinationGroups.pdf
National Fruit Collection: Blenheim Orange:
www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk/full2.php?id=625&&fruit=apple
RHS: Biennial bearing: www.rhs.org.uk/problems/fruit-biennial-bearing
National Fruit Collection: Cox's Orange Pippin:
www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk/full2.php?id=1330&&fruit=apple

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy guarding the fruit bowl), but we can.

Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email

info@reallybyte.com.
More free apple facts and games: apples.fruits.im


